
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

Tuesdal . Sc;rtenrber 20.2022

C'ALL'I'O ORDER
This nrceting is officially called to order at 5:30 p.m. on September 20,2022. This rneeting is

bcing prcsided over by Mayor Brian Holnrcr.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

no1.t. (.{LL
The firllou,ing Councilmembers were prescnt: Holmer, Hou'e. McCraw, Nan'erud. Aarestad.
Prudhomrne and Lorenson. Absent was Bolduc. Mayor Holmer chaired the meeting.

PUBLIC FORUI\I

o Mike Barry expressed appreciation and need to keep funds for Advance TRF in the City
ofThiefRiver Fa1ls budget for 2023.

o Dave Doherty expressed appreciation to Advance TRF.

P R I'lS h NtAI' I ON S/PROCLAI\ I Al' I O N S/Pl-l B L I ( I N FO R \ I AT I ON
ANNOI'NCEI\IENTS

,\PPI{O\ E ,\GENDA
('ouncilnrcnr ber Mike Lorenson r.r.rotioned. bcins sccon(lccl lry Councilnrember Curl Ilorlc. to
rupprovc thc agenda n,ith removal o1- item l 2 and thc atltlition of 8.9. 8.10 and 8. I L

RESOLUTION NO. 09.19.{.22: Appro r al of Scptenrber 6. l0l2 Council Proceecliiiqs

Presented as parl of the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Rachel Prudhornme
i ntrorluced Resolution 09.1 I 1.22 bein-g scconded b1' Councilmember Jason Aarcstad.
that

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By the City Council. to approve the September 6.

2022 Council Proceedings.

On vote being taken. the resolution was unanimously passed.

RI]SOLI.] TION NO. 09.195.22: Citv of Thief River Falls Bills and Disbursements And Council
I'cr Dicrns

Presented as part of the Consent Agenda, Councilmember Rachel Prudhomme
introduced Resolution 09.1 95.22 being seconded by Councilmember Jason Aarestad.

that:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By the City Council. to authorize payment of bills
and disbursements in the total amount of3702,065.74 and council per diems in the total

an.rount ofS1.202.50. A printout of the approved payments. disbursements are attached

heret() and made a parl hereof.

On Vole being taken. the resolution was unanirnuusly passed.

CONSENT AGENDA
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On vote being taken. tlie resolution \\,as unanimoushr passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 09.1 96.22: Approval to Besin Process to Fill Position olDeputy Chief
Prcsented as part olthe Consent Agenda. Councilmember Rachel Prudhomme
intlrduced Resolution 09. 196.22, being seconded b1' Councilmember Jason Aarestad.
thnt:

\VHEREAS. Due to the retirement of Deputy Chief .laeger Bellou,s. effective October
2Sth. 2022. the posititin u,ill be vacant. It is crucial to get this position hired prior to
Deputy Chief Bellon.s retirement so the neu,Deput.v Chief can be trained in.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED Approve to begin the process of filling the position
ofDcputy Chief. The position is a Grade Level 9 position. The Deputy Chief position
u'ill lre posted intemally on September 21 st, 2022, pending council approval.

On rrrto being taken. thc resolution rvas unanimously passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 09.197.22: Fill Part-time Off Sale Clerk Position in Liquor Departrnent

Prcscn(ctl as part tl f the Consent Agenda, Councihnerrlrer Rachel Prudhommc
i ntlrrrlrrcctl Resolution \)9.1 97 .22 bcing seconded b1, Counoihnen.rber Jason Aarcstad.
tlrat:

WHEREAS, The position has been determined to be necessary in the continued
efficiency and success in the operations of the Liquor Depafiment.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED Approve to fiIl a parl-time OflSale Clerk position at

Falls Litluors antl open the position to Teamster No. 320 Union ernployees as parl of thc
internal transfer process. In the event that the position is not filled tlrtiugh the Tcarnster
intcrnrl transfer process. the position u,ill be opened to the public.

On iote being taken. the resolution was unanimously passed

NE\Y BUSINESS

RESOLUTION NO. 09.198.22: Aoorove 2021 Street and Utilities Improvement-Estimate #3

Following discussion, Councilmernber Steve Narverud introduced Resolution 09. I 9tt.22
being seconded by Councilmember Michele McCraw, that:

WHEREAS, This project rvas bid as a result of meetings with department heads, Council
cornmittees. and according to items in the City's Capital Improvement Plan. It was
awarded to Davidson Construction, Inc. in the amount of $784.427.45. This project
included the following items of work:

1 . Franklin Middle School Safe Route to School Multi-Use Trail
2. Oakland Park Multi-Use Trail
3. Fairgrounds MiscellaneousPaving
1. Valley Home Access Realignment
5. Airpt'rt Entrance Road Repair
6. MisccllaneousPatohing
7. Robson Court Street Construction
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Brds for this prtr.jcct u ere reccir ed on Septcrntrer '7rh. 2021. fi'orn ts'o contnrctors. The
lou'bid u.as recei\ ed from Davidson Construction in the amount of 578,1.-127.-15 and
liorn R..1. Zavoral and Sons in the amount of 5855.753.29.00 The Engineer's cstimatc
\\'as S689,666.50 The lo',v bid rvas l,19ir above the estimate.

THEREFORE. BE lT RESOLVED Approle Application for Pal,rnent Estirnate #3 in thc
amount of 52l2.l18.31. from Davidson Construction for u'ork completed on the 2021
Streel and Utilities lmpro\ enrr'nt pro.iccl.

On vote being taken, the resolution u.as unanimously passed

RESOLUTION NO. 0t). I 99.22: A l'e 2022 Street [m roYements Pro cct

Following discussion, Councilmember Curt Howe introduced Resolution 09. I 99.22,
being seconded by Councilmember Rachel Prudhomme, that:

WHEREAS, The proposed rvork was bid as a result of meetings u,ith departrrent heads.

Council Committees. devekrpcrs, and according to items in the City's Capital
hnprovement Plan.

WHEREAS" Bids for this proiect $,erc receivcd on May 5th. 2022 from ttree
contractors. The lorv bid rvas received fi'orr Agassiz Asphalt, LLC in the amount of
$1,657,013.4-5. The Engineer's Estimate ri,as $1,791,328.00. Thelowbidwas8%
belorv the estirnate.

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOL\IED Appror c Application for Payment Estirnatc #2 in the
an.rount of $53.2,13.86. lrorn Agassiz Asphall. LLC for ri'ork cornpleted on the 2022
Street Improvcnronts Projeot.

On vote being taken, the resolution was unanimously passed.

First Re4dins CaEBirc lrdilarcq
Councilmember Jason Aarestad motioned. bcing seconded by Rachel Prudhornme
Councilmember to call for thc first reading ofan ordinance of an ordinance of the city of
Thief River Falls. Minnesota. amending city code chapter 130 entitled "general offenses"
by adding provisions prohibitrng camping and temporary lodging to park regulations.
and by adopting by reference city code chapter l0 and section 1 52.998, u'hich. among
other things. contain penaltl nr()visions.

THE CITY COLINCiL OF THIEF RIVER FALLS ORDAINS:

Section I . City Code is hereby amendcd b1' adding $ I 30.03 (C), to read as firllou's:

Councilmember Rachel Prudhomme motioncd, being seconded by Jason Aarestad
Councilmembcr to change Parks and Recreation Director to Public Works Direckrr.

WHEREAS. An ordinance of the city of Thief River Ralls. Minnesota. amending city
code chapter 130 entitled "general offenses" by adding provisions prohibiting camping
and temporary lodging to park regulations, and by adopting by reference city code

chapter l0 and section 152.998, which. among other things, contain penalty pmvisions.
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(C) No person shall establish or nraintain any canrp or other temporary lodging or
sleeping place in any public park unless authorized by permit or with the express oonsent
of the Parks and Recreation Director.

Scction 2. Cit5, Codc Chrpter I0 entitled "General Provisions" and Section 152.998
entitlsd "Violation" arc hercby adoptecl in their entirety. by reference. as though repeated
verbatim herein.

Section 3. This ordinance shall be in force and effect ffom and after its passage.

approval" and publication.

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED Call for First Reading of an ordinance of an

ordinance of tlie city of Thief River Falls. Minnesota. arnending city code chapter 130

cntitled "general offenses" by adding pror.isions prohibiting camping and temporary
lodging to park regulations. and by adopting by reference city code chapter l0 and

section 152.998. u,hich. among other things. contain penalty provisions.

On vote being taken, the resolution *'as unanimously passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 09.200.22: Adopt the City of Thief River Falls Preliminary 2023 Budeet

Following discussion, Councilmember Mike Lorenson introduced Resolution 09.200.22,
being seconded by Councilmernber Rachel Prudhomme, that:

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLYED B1 the City Council. to adopt the City of Thief River
Falls Preliminary 2023 Budget. A sunrnrary ofthe 2023 revenue and expenditures is as

lollou,s:

2023 RE\'ENI.iE 2023 EXPENSE FUND BALANCE
RESERVES + OR -
S.
s (1s9.401.00)

$ 33,168.00

$-

s 9,785,6.t5.00

s 5,385,751.00

s 17.03 l,832.00

$ 347"000.00

$ 2,530,197.00

$ 1,082,408.00

$ s62,r,+s.00

s 124.712.00

General Fund S 9,785.615.00

Liquor Dispensary S 5,226,350.00

Electric Utility Fund $ 17,065.000.00

Storm Water Utility $ 347,000.00
Fund

Water Utility Fund $ 3,092,342.00

wasrewarer utility s 1,207,150.00
Fund

Police Relief Pension S 10.610.00
Fund

Debt Service Fund $ 1,377,147.00

$ 14,304.00 $ (3,694.00)

$1 323 |7 00 $ 54,030.00

TOTALS $ 38,111,2.14.00 $ 37,500,254.00 $ 610,990.00

On vote being taken, the resolution was unanimously passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 09.20 1.22: A val of Prolrosed 2023 Tax Lcvy
Following discussion, Councihnember Stove Narverud introduced Resolution 09 .201 .22
being seconded by Councilmember Michele McCraw, that:
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WHEREAS. That the Truth-n-Taxation public meeting will be held on December 6.
2022 at 6:0O p.m. to discuss the 2023 budget & ler'1,. Final budget and lery s,ill he
adopted at tl.re December 20. 2022 council meeting.

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED By the City Council of Thief Rivel Falls. County of
Penninrton. l\4innesota, that the follorving sums ofmoney be levied for the current year.
collectiblc in 2023. upon taxable property in the City ofThiefRiver Falls. for a krtal
proposed levy of$3,374,156.00. This represents $414,332.00 or approxinrately l,{%,
increase over last year's levy.

It should be noted that with the proposed tax capacity increase for 2023. a 1401, tax le\ry
increase results in an estimated 1.047% decrease in the tax capacity rate.

On vote being taken, the resolution was unanimously passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 09.202.22: Resolution declarin g cost to be assessed and ordering
preparation ofassessment roll for the 2022 Street & Utilities Impror.ements Project

Following discussion, Councilmernber Rachel Prudhomme introduced Resolution
09.202.22, being seconded by Councilmember Steve Narverud, that:

WHEREAS. This project was bitl. as a rosult of meetings rvitl.r departn.rent l.reads. council
committees. and according to itenrs in the City's Capital Improvement Plan. The Project
u,as au,arded to Agassiz Asphalt in the arnount of$1,657,013.45. The Engineer's
Estimate u,as S 1.791,328.00.

WHEREAS. Tl're City of Thief River Falls assesses bcncfitted properly ou'ners lirr thcsc
improYenrelrts.

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED Declare the cost to be assessed for the 2022 Street &
Utilities Inprovements Project and order the preparation of the assessnrent roll. The
estimated amount to be assessed is approximately 5762,526.72.

On vote being taken, the resolution was unanimously passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 09.203.22: Resolution establishing a public hearin-q s,ith regard to prt4rosed

assessments on the 2022 Strect & Utilities ImDror,ements Proiect

Following discussion, Councilmember Curt Howe introduced Resolution 09.203.22,
being seconded by Councilmember Mike Lorenson, that:

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Resolution No. 9-202-22, the City Adminisfator and

Community Selices Direstor wcrc tlirccted to prepare the proposed assessrnents of tht:
2022 Street and Utilities Improvements Project; and

WHEREAS, The City of Thief River Falls assesses benefited property owners flor these
improvements.

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED By the City Council of Thief River Falls. that:

l. A hearing shall be held on the l8th day ofOctober. 2022 in the Council
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Chambers of City Hall at 7:00 p.m. to pass upon such proposed asssssment and
at such time and place all persons owning property aflected by such
ilnpro\.ement rvill be given an opportunity to be heard u,ith reference to such
assessment; and

2. The City Adrninistrahr is hereby directed to cause a notice of the hearing on the
proposed assessrncnt to be published once in the official ncu'spaper at least t$'o
u'eeks prior to the hearing. and the Citl' Administrator shall state in the notice the
total cost of the improYement, The City Administrator shall also cause mailed
notioo to be given h the o$,ner of eaclr parcel described in thc assessment roll not
less than two weeks prior to the hearing: and

3. The os'ner ofany ploperty so assessed may, at any time priol to certification of
thc assessment to th() Pennington County Auditor. pay the \\lrole of the
assesslnent on such property. u,ith inlerest accrued to the date of payment. to the
City Administrator, except that no intcrest shall be charged if the entire
assessment is paid r.vithin 30 days fiorn the adoption of the assessment. The
property owner may at any time thereafter, pay to the City the entire amount of
the assessment remaining unpaid, with interest accrued to Deoember 31st ofthe
year in u'hich such payurent is made. Such payment must be rrade before
Nor,errber I 5th or intcrcst rvill be charged throu_qh Decernbcr 3 I st of the
succeeding year.

On vote being taken, the resolution was unanimously passed

RESOLUTION NO. 09.204.22: Allrrove Front End Ltiadcr Leasc (6.1.{ John Dccre)

Following discussion, Councilmember Michele McCraw introduced Resolution
09.201.2?, being seconded by Councilmernber Rachel Prudhornme, that:

WHEREAS. The cit1, ou'ns and maintains a fleet of vel.ricles antl equipnrcnt for snor
rerroval an<l othcr street nraintenance operations. The efficient plou'ing of streets and
rerrolins snou in the central business district requires the use of tu'o fiont end loaders.
The city'currently ou'ns a 2008 Case 721, and a 2016 John Deere 62.1 Front End
Loader(s). It has been disoussed rvith the Electric Department that a larger loader would
be beneflcial for their depaftment when maneuvering transformcrs. Upon further
inr,estigation rvith snow removal personnel, a larger loader would be beneficial for snow
removal as rvell.

WHEREAS, The city currently owns t$,o front end loaders. Transitioning to a larger
loader requires a nerv JRB attachment coupler. The transition would separate the larger
loader for use of snow removal, snow blowing, material moving(bucket), jib
bcrcm(electric).

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED Approve a Front End Loader(John Deere 644) Lease
agreement rvith RDO Equipment for the 2023 through the 2028 snor.v seasons.

On vote being taken, the resolution was unanimously passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 09.205.22: ADDroval to appoint Wavnc.lohnson as General Manager ol
Wasto\\,ater and Elcch'ic.Water

Following discussion, Councilmember Rachel Prudhornme introduced Resolution
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WHEREAS, Following the retirement of Dale Narlock. Electric Superintendent. thc City
Iooked into restructuring fis utilities departnlcnt. A General Manager position was
developed to coordinate the duties of the Electric and Water Systems and was approved
fbr openin-u s,ith Resolution Number 7-165-22.

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED Approlc thc transfer of Wa1,ne Johnson from Water
Systems Superintendcnt to the General Manager position effective September 2l . 2022.
Mr. .lohnson's u'age rvould be 554.45 per hour. It should be noted that Mr. Johnson has
30 days to retum to his former position. as per Union Contract.

On lote being taken, Holmer, McCrau, and Pnrtlhomme voted aye: Aarestad, Howe.
Nanerud and Lorenson voted nay, the resolution failed.

RESOLUTION NO. 09.206.22: Aooroval of Fire Chief Job Description ar.rd Authorization to
adi ertise to flll the Fire Chief position

Following discussion, Councilmember Steve Narverud introduced Resolution 09.206.22,
being seconded by Councilmernber Rachel Prudhomme, that:

WHEREAS. A position has opened due to the rccluest from Mark Bieganek to retum to
the firefighter position fnrm Co-Chief and a lettcl of intent from Richard Beier to also
retum to a firefighter position from Co-Chiel effcctive Septernber 26.2022. A firc chief
is needed to ensure efficient opcrations of the firc dcpartment.

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED Approval of Filc Chief Job Description to includc
NIMS and Emergency Managernent and Authorization to advertise to fill the Fire Chief
positiu.r.

On vote being taken, Holmer. McCrar,. Hotle. Nan'erud, Lorenson and Prudhomme
voted aye: Aarestad voted nay the resolution passed.

Messy Yards Discussion

Councilmernber Curt Hou'e asked Pohce Chief Marissa Adam and City Attorney Delray
Sparby kr explain the processlstatus of a messy yard complaint at 420 Dar.is Ave N.
Police Chief Adam stated a letter to abate \\,as sent July 19, 2022 and a citation u,as
issued on August 15, 2022. Delray Sparby states this is the first he's heard of this
incident. He will follow up with Nathan Haase and report back to the council.
Councilmember Curt Howe states this is still a mess and more items being added to the
yard and it feels like nothing is being done after two months.
The ordinance states we can have resident come to a council meeting. councilmember
Jason Aarestad states Marissa Adam has done her job. councilmember Jason Aarestad
asks horv long does court take. it's a due process. councilmember Jason Aarestad rvould
like Delray Sparby to look into the court. Councilmember Rachel prudhomme asks for
Mr. Haase to provide councilmember curt Horve u,ith court dates. Citv Attomev and
City Administrator will review how to proceed.

COUNCIL BOARDS AND CO1\INII SSIONS REPORTS

o ('.uncihnenrbcr Steve Nan erud rlcr.rtionetl thc Long Ranl plannrng conrmittcc met

09.205.11. being seconded by Councilmernber Michele Mccraw. that:
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with MNDOT regarding the future reconstruction on Highnay 59S. A complete and

krtal rebuild. water managenrent. pedestriirn and bike safety were key issues.

Assessment of corridor is to be done u,ith a shared cost with MNDOT.
. Mayor Holmer and Wayne Johnson met s'ith Corp of Engineers preliminary cost of river

sampling ofbase.
. Mayor Holnrer and Councilnrember CurI Horve ha'i'e an Airport meeting Septembe'r 21.

2022.
o Councilmernber Rachel Prudhomme nrcrltioncd that the Chamber is responsible ftrr the

hanging florver baskets and u,ill be renroving soon. Also. thanked all who participated in
the Pioneer Village Jail & Bail fundraiser.

. Mayor Holmer thanked Melissa for the flox'ers in the City they kmk very vibrant.

T'PCOIII\G i\IEETI\GS

o Grand Opening Beach Playground Equipment Picture - October 4th at 4:30 P.M.
o City Council Meeting - October 4th at 5:30 P.M.

. Committee of Whole - Immediately follos,ing City Council October 4th - Re: Strategic
Plan

o Utilities Committee - October lOth at 7:00 A.M.

o Public Safety/Liquor Committee - October 1Oth at .+:30 P.M.

o Administrative Services Committee - Ockrber I lth at 4:30 P.M. Room 201 City Hall

. Public Works Committee - October 12th at 4:30 P.M.

INFORI\IATIONAL ITEIITS

. Investment Surnmary 8i2022

ADJOURN]\IENT
There being no further discussion, Councilmember .lason Aarestad. being seconded by
Councilnrember Mike Lorenson to adjoum at 6:35 p.m. On vote being taken, the Chair declared
thc nrotion unanimously carried

Brian D. Holmer. Mayor

Attes
Philipp. t'i nistrator


